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Wy dear Friends, and Fellow-Subjes. 


general Election of Perſons to 


is drawing on, and as much 
depends upon the Choice 
| of proper Perſons for that 
burpoſe, it is hoped it will not be deem'd 
ny way Criminal, tho? I Addreſs my ſelf 
o you upon the Occaſion. I am not fo 
ain as to imagine my private Sentiments 
bound have any conſiderable Weight wich 
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S the Seaſon for the enſuing 


repreſent you in Parliament 
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ou; I only ask Leave to ſpeak my Mind. 
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freely, and hope you will ſeriouſly conſider 
what I fay, and after that determine as 
you may judge proper. In a free Addreſs 
to you as Friends, you will not expect Ac- 
curacy in the Order, or Excellency in the 
Language or Style; to ſet down Things 
as they occur, and to expreſs my Thoughts 
with Plainneſs and Propriety, is all I {ſhall 
attempt as to theſe Particulars. 

I Have been for ſome time paſt, a ſort 


of neutral Obſerver of the party Feuds W 


and Animoſities, but too manifeſt among 


us; and plainly perceive the Tendency, but 
dare not ſay what will be the Conſequence MW 


of it; as I know that BEING who bounds 


the Billows of the Sea, can alſo "reſtrain 


the madneſs of the People. 


THe Writers for the Oppoſition, Years 
paſt, have talk'd with great Aſſurance of 
their having juſt gain'd their Point, and 
have limited the fall of the preſent M. ) 
to Seaſons long ſince expir'd. If our real 
Patriots are at all to be outed, and the 


Pretending Patriots to get in, the Time for 
this is now nearer than ever; and, (upon 
the above Suppoſition) if they go on to 
predict the Fall of others, and their own 
Advancement, they will at laſt be in the 
wi tho? by the way, many Hope this 
will not be ſo ſoon yet as they may imagine. 


SHOULD 
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rr Soup they ever prevail againſt the 
as C- rt and be hoiſted into Power, yet all 
s W wiſc and honeſt Men muſt diflike, and even 
c- WW abhor the Meaſures they have taken in or- 
he der thereunto. The vileſt Methods they 
gs have uſed, the baſeſt Meaſures perſued, 
and the moſt infamous Inſtruments employ» 
all ed, to ſerve their Purpoſes and Deſigns. 
They have publiſh'd notorious Untruths, 
| fallify'd Hittories, and multiplied! Miſre 
E preſentations of Perſons and of Things: 

They have dealt out Defamation, Scandal, 
and perſonal Abuſe, with a liberal Hand; 
Have not ſpared to reproach the K----, or 
| ſcarce the R--y--| F--m--ly.---- I will not 
| anſwer for all the Perſons, that may at any 
| Time have appeared in the Craftsman, the 


ars Common-Senſe Papers, or even the Cham- 
of 7:97 ; but I will venture to fay,----Such are 
and 


A 
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Be known Characters of the Writers of 


—＋cheſe ſeveral Papers, as might be ſuppos'd 
real ſufficient to ruin any Caute they ſhould 
the ever eſpouſe, unleſs it be that of our Pa- 
for ¶triots: And if their true Characters fail of 


having the happy Effect, of fruſtrating the 
Hopes and raiſed Expectations of their Pa- 
trons, it will be a ſtanding Evidence to that 
the depth of Indolence and Inſenſibility the 
this W Nation at this Time 1s ſunk into. 

ine. WW IT will be allow'd,----let a Man's Prin- 
ciples, or perſonal Character be what hey 
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will, he may yet ſpeak and write Truth; - 
and that Truth for its own fake, deſerves 
Regard, from whomſoever it may come: 
But yet let me ask, - --Does it not claſh 


ter to the Common-ſenſe and Apprehenſion 
of Engliſhmen, to imagine that, (for Inſtance) 


An Jriſh Papiſt, -an Emyſary of Rome, 
and a faſt Friend to the Pittender, can 


of our Country ?- J have not Words ſuf 
ficient to deſcribe the amazing Stupidity 


undeniably baſe in their Morals, their Prin 
ciples, and Deſigns : And it requires 
great ſtock and / 

poſe their Chiefs and Leaders mean ho 


with . But I will wave farther Enlarge 


* We ſhould readily ſuſpect that Maſter was not Arid! 


But ſome may be ready to ſay Sure our vertuous Patrio! 


de 


with every Man's Reaſon, nay, run coun- 


poſſibly be in earneſt, while he pretends 
to write for Britiſh Liberty, and the Good 


Folly, and Credulity of thoſe Engliſumen and 4 
Proteſtants, who can with Patience and 
Pleaſure, give their Attention to Writers 


retch of Charity, to ſup- 


nourably and well, whilſt they continue to 
uſe and countenance ſuch baſe Wretches 


ſuch monſters of Men, as any Perſon of 
Reputation would be aſhamed to converſe 


ment q 


honeft, who ſhould employ declared, abandoned Villains in his I 
Service. And the Proverb ſays, Like Maſter, like Mau 


can never retain and employ ſuch fewrilous Scribe, that 


myſt reſlect Diſhonour upon their glorious Cauſe, and ren 


n 


ment upon this particular, and come more 
directly to what I deſigag. 
I oousrT not but many of you have been 
E already ſolicited for your Votes; yet 1 
hope you have not been forward to en- 
gage your ſelves, without ſuitable Deli 
e, beration and Thought, upon a Matter of 
an ſuch moment and mighty Importance. 

| SOME of theſe Solicitors and Candidates 
hope to ſtrengthen themſelves, by de- 
claring they ſet up in the Country Intereſt: 
have my Dwelling indeed in the Country, 
and love my Country wel; but I freely 
confefſs I cannot reliſh that modiſh Phraſe, 
© [The Country Intereſt] it ſounds ſo harſh 
and very diſagreeable in my Ears. I con- 
ceive it is a Diſtinction at this Time hate» 
ful, and dangerous; by the preſent Faction 
| ar firſt rene wedly uſed, and ſtill perpetuat : 
to ed with an evil Deſign. According to my 
Conception of Things, it is abſolutely im- 
© | poſſible the Intereſt of the Country ſhould 


er it 10 liable and likely to miſcarry ; &c.———Shou'd I 
ee Occaſion here-after to add any thing to the preſent Aa. 
: ſreſt, as a farther Teſtimony of Love to my Country, under 
the N of Danger thereto, I may again touch upon 


id his | 


% 
% 


opick, however diſpleaſing: At preſent I ſhall only ſay, 
in hi) —— The Repreſentation of theſe Mriters contains in it no 
Man] Calumm or Slander, but is founded upon Fact: 2 
17e nd Evidence unanſwerable.— In a Word, the Perſon who 
bas nothing at Stake, and nothing can Loſe, may, if he pleaſes, 

enture to play a bold Game; and this is much the 
dur Patriot Scribes in point of Reputation. 
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(8) 
flouriſh, if the Intereſt of the Court be a- 
gainſt it: Or, rather it is impoſſible the 
true Intereſt of the Court and the Country, 
ſhou'd be ſeperated from, much leſs be in 


Oppoſition to each other ; ſince it is unde- 
niably evident, their cloſeſt Union and 
Conjunction as Ore, is the likelieſt Method 
mutually to promote the real Welfare and 


Proſperity of each. I hope you diſlike, are 
willing to lay aſide, and do all you can tc 
diſcountenance that R Diſtinctio 
above-mention'd, (til 
ſeaſonably applied) by with- holding you 
Votes from all ſuch Gentlemen, who in 
concealed ſort, before hand, proclaim a 
broad their baſe and miſchievous Inten 
„ Back nat 31 ; 
Some of your very humble Servants (up 
on this Occaſion) may perhaps hope to re 
eommend themſelves to you, by their. ſtre 
nuous Oppoſition to the Convention witl 
Spain. I forbear to inſiſt on the Seceſſion 
becauſe I believe the Honourable Gentle 
men, are. too much aſham'd of that infa 
mous and unprecedented Step, to attemp 
a Recommendation of themſelves upon it 


* Since the Writing of the above Paragraph, this Matte 
relating to the Country Intereſt as diltinguiſh'd from that 0 
the Court, has been well conſider'd as to its Ri and it 
; and is fet in a good Light by a Writer in the Da: 
C 2287 ter1 of Now, 2. 1740. | 7 ; 
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LA | 4 Step, which they in their after Conduct 
have diſcover'd a diſlike unto *: A Step 
ce | hich the chief Oracle of the Party has 
"= Ya, expoſed, and unanſwerably cen- 
1 ſured; but whom they happen'd not to 
N BY © conſult upon this. Occaſion, elſe they had 
. ad been better adviſed. Not (I fay) to inſiſt 
Q 4 © upon this; theſe Perſons may yet value 
* themſelves, (and imagine you ought to va- 


ol I lue them too) on their Oppoſition to the 
cou Convention, with ſuch Virulence and Vio- 
= 1 | lence. And it is indeed true, that Meaſure 
_ l 


Hh Arifal Men may ſhuffle here, and perhaps deny any diſ- 
1 e of former Proceedings: — Be this as it will, the Actors 


of that Part are Self- condemned, as they muſt be out of the 

© way of their Duty, either in leaving their Seats in P— t, 

ten I or in returning to them, without having the ſuppoſed Griev- 
| J ance remoy'd. You ought to know, Theſe Gentlemen 

\. + 20k Pet and aver? awiy, with a Reſolution of returning no 
(up more. while that pretended Influence 'prevail'd in the H—ſe, 
re which they wou'd have you believe, carried the Point, when 
ſtre © then depending, againſt them: But after ſome Time, when 
18 ey perceiv'd the National Affairs were carried on very abel! 
witl E without them; ſome of the Number it ſhou'd ſeem, rrpented 
on ud returned; and even reproached the wh—le H—ie of 
© Repre—t—vyes then preſent, becauſe they wou'd not call in 
1 | the reſt of the ſeceding Members, who were perhaps Men of 
infa nore Conſcience, and greater Fidelity than ſome others, and 
em od more upon their Hor ds. —4A very pretty kind of Farce 
Pi = tru'y theſe Gentlemen have ated ;—'tis pity they ſhou'd ever 


N Ii be the Honour of it.— The Seceders have ſaid in their own 
© Vindication, — That their Procedure in that Caſe did producc 
Matte |! the good Effects that cou'd be expected; 1. may 


that off 2mplement them ſo highly as to ſay, —I verily believe that 
and it Step was attended with much better Effects than they ever 


\ Dail7*poſed to themſelves by it, or indeed deſired ſhou'd aiiſs 
h rom it. 


B taken 


Gro) 
taken by the Mini/iry, has been repreſent. 
ed as a very bad one; a meaſure infamous, 
and even deſtructive to the true Intereſt of 
the Nation; and I make no Queſtion but 
many were ſincere in their Oppoſition to 
it, as viewing it in a diſagreeable Light: 
But I have not the like Meaſure of Chari- 
ty for all of them who appeared againſt W 
it; in as much as many were determined 
to oppoſe it, before they ſaw it, and even 
condemn'd it, betore they well knew what 
it contain'ꝰd. 5 E 

WHAT your Thoughts are relating to 
the Convention, (as to many of you) I can- 
not particularly ſay: If you have only at- 
tended to what the Enemies to the C 
have ſaid of it, I do not wonder if you 
are greatly prejudiced againſt it; and yet, 
at the ſame Time, you cannot but charitW 
ably believe and conclude, many of thoſe 
who voted for it were ſincere and upright 
therein; believing it to be, (all Things du 
ly conſider'd) the beſt Meaſure the Cala 

would admit. OTIS . 
IN almoſt all Matters diſputable, there 
may be ſincerity on both ſides: Now ſup 
e thoſe Gentlemen who judg'd favour 
ably of the Convention, were indeed mul: 
taken, *tis yet no unpardonable Crime; ſince 
many Men, are ordinarily of many Minds 
And it is common to all ſometimes to er 
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But the violent Charge againſt the Con- 
vention, for oughr I ever could conceive, 
did mainly conſiſt, in falſe Aſſertions re- 
ſpecting it; In ſtretching and miſconſtruing 
ſome Paſſages contain'd in it; And, ſome 
© feign'd and fallible Conſequents ſuppoſed 
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to follow upon it: Remove but theſe, and 
the Oppoſition made thereunto is next to 
nothing. f | 15 8 
© Ler it be farther conſider'd; If the Con- 
vention were really ſo difagreeable and diſ- 
© advantageous a Meaſure to our ſelves, as 
many would have it thought to be; it 
© muſt ſurely be an advantageons one, with 
© reſpe& to the other Power concern'd; and 
then, How ſhall we account for the egre- 
= gious miſ- conduct of his Catholick Maje/ty, 
in refuſing to pay that triffling Sum of 
Ninety- five Thouſand Pounds, which he 
had ſtipulated to re-imburſe within a limit- 
ed Time; and by this Refuſal, inevitably 
drew on a War? Would he have thus ſtood 
in his own Light, and have acted a Part fo 
© notoriouſly unpopular and imprudent ? I be- 
lieve our Clamours at Home greatly en- 
courag'd hereunto; but ſtill it is to me an 
inconteſtible Evidence, that the King of 
Spain did not conceive that Meaſure and 
Management on our Part, either ſo weak 
; | or ſo wicked, as many would repreſent it; 
either ſo diſadvantageous to Exgland, or be- 
5 neſficial 
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neficial to Spain as the Patriots pretend; 
elſe he would never have broken through 
. ͤ iS 

Ir is unqueſtionably clear and certain, 
that Peace largely contributes to our true 
Intereſt, as a trading People; and alſo that 
a War with Spain is remarkably detri- 
mental to us, as to that important Parti- 
cular, our Trade and Commerce: Theſe 
Things (with others) rightly conſider'd, 
the Miniſtry ſhew'd a tender and becoming 
concern for our National Welfare, in at- 
tempting all poſſible Methods to have pre- 
vented a Rupture with that Power above- 
nam' d. Some of the Patriots of the Times, 
from the Beginning of our Difference with 
Spain, have clamour'd aloud for a War; as 
judging belike, that this would draw off 
and engage Part of the Attention and 
Strength of the C- rt abroad, and leave 
them more at leiſure to play their Pranks, 
and to Make their own Game at Home *. 
Perhaps it will be ſaid; Better we had en- 
tered into a War much ſooner; I ſay, per- 


* Theſe Sons of Mars were ſet upon it, that it ſhould 
ſeem if we had not had War with an Enemy Abroad, 
they would have puſh'd hard fora War at Home; and thi; 
many appear ſill to drive at, unleſs the C - rt and M——y 
will tamely rcſign, and give up all into their Hands: And 
yet perhaps time was when ſome of theſe Heroes have been 
bordering upon Paſſive Obedience; — But that Doctrine at 


pretent, is no more. 
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haps ſo too as Things turn about; but I 


add, it would have been better ſtill, could 
EZ we have obtain'd a tolerable Redreſs for our 
- Grievances, without entering into a War. 
ät all; and upon this Ground the M----ry - 
© ſtands juſtified, as to former Proceedings. 
The Conduct of thoſe in Power, has been 
of a Piece, in firſt trying all Means for a 


peaceable Accommodation of Differences; 
and when theſe fail'd by the Spaniſh Mo- 
narch's breaking thorough his Engagements, 
then to proclaim War: Here is no Change 


of Meaſures but what does naturally and 
neceſſarily ariſe from a well concerted 
scheme of Thoughts and Thin 
ing and Shuffling belong to another ſet of 
Menu, however unjuſtly charg'd to the M. 


You will meet with many who will tell 
you, the Managements of the War hither- 


b to has been viſibly and indefenſibly faulty. 


* That War ſhou'd have been begun ſoon- 
er, and puſh'd on with greater Vigour ;---- 
That by this Time we might have conquer- 
ed the Spaniſh Indies, and have over-run 
Old- Spain too;---- Yea, have pluck'd the 
proud Monarch from his Throne, and have 
taken Poſſeſſion of his Kingdom.----In a 
word, That our preſent Rulers know not 
now to make or manage Peace or War.” 
This kind of talk is too Wild and Extrava- 
gant to require a ſober Reply: Ihe laſt 

| Clauſe 


* Shift- 


(14) 4 
Clauſe thereof I own is become a faſhion- 
able Phraſe, or celebrated ſay iug with ſome; 

a kind of Patriot Apophthegm; but by no 
Means will I anſwer for the Truth of it. 
Give me leave only to obſerve, The Ac- 
tions of the Great, and particularly of Po- 
liticians, often require Time to illuſtrate 
them, and furniſh vulgar Minds with juſt 
Apprehenſions of them *: For this Reaſon, 

ivate Perſon in low Life, at a conſider- 
able Diſtance from Courr, and out of the 
way of polite and political Converſation, 
(or, which is worſe ſtill, in the way only 
of ſuch as is corrupted and ſower'd with 
the leaven of Malice againſt Perſons in 
Power; I ſay, all ſuch as theſe) ſhou'd be 
very cautious, how they raſhly cenſure the 
Conduct of thoſe who have the Direction 
and. Management of publick Aﬀ/iirs. We 
many times perceive their Actions, while 


we are entire Strangers to the Springs of 


them; and that particular Action, (or a 


ſhort ſeries of them) may appear to us odd 


and unaccountable, which, wuen conſider'd 
as to the Cauſe, and Connection with 
other Particulars yet conceaPd, may appear 
not only conſiſtent with the higheſt Pru- 
dence, but even beautiful in that Place and 


* S,/ompn ha; intimated, that the Heart of a wile King 
is unſearchable ?—and I ſee not but it holds equally true, 
with reſpect to a wife Mr of St-te. p 

: Order; 


(15) 


© Order ; But left I grow tedious, I will pro- 
ceed. 5 | 2454 

Son Candidates may court your Fa- 
vour upon this Ground, that they are not 
Place-men, and can vehemently rail at 
thoſe who are.----Places at C---rt and Pen- 
ſions under the G-. t have been loud- 
ly complain'd of; tho? there has been a 
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5 4 Time when many of theſe Complainants 
le 5 enjoy'd the like themſelves, and then th 
n, cou'd ſee nothing amiſs in them: And this 


would be the Caſe again, if they had them 
ch once more in their own Poſſeſſion. I doubt 
in not but many of you have been favour'd 
be with a ſight of that lovely Liſt of Voters, 
he for and againſt the Convention; where the 
on Gentlemen in Places, and their reſpective 
© Salaries, are very induſtriouſly pointed out 
to you. That Pamphlet is plainly a party, 
and a Partial Performance, publiſh'd- and 
| diſpers'd with evil Purpoſes and Defigns. 
I ſhall only here remark to you ;----All 
Courts have Places and Offices to diſpoſe 
of, and I never yet ſaw the Day when theſe 
were fill'd and ſerv'd Gratis: His Maje- 
ſty has a ſure and undoubted Right to 
chooſe his own Servants, as well as the 
the meaneſt Maſter within his Dominions 
has a Right to choole his: And pray, who 
ſhou'd the King chooſe to ſerve him, his 
Friends, or his Enemies? Would any Ma- 


ter upon Earth ſuffer thoſe to be about 
him, as Servants, who he knows before- 
hand are his Enemies, or perhaps he has 
prov'd them ſo; and who, in conſequence] 
of their Enmity, would undoubtedly em- 
brace all Opportunities to deceive, . abuſe, 
and betray him? And this is manifeſtly MW 
the Caſe, reſpecting the Enemies of the 
Crown. Well, after his Majeſty has made 
Choice of his Servants, - the Freeholder sf 
and legal Electors throughout the Kingdom 
have a right to judge for themſelves, whe 
ther theſe Gentlemen, having found favouſ 
at Court, are now become, (on that Ac; 
count) more, or leſs, or {till alike capabl 
and inclin'd, faithfully to repreſent the 
and ſerve them in Parliament; and accord 
ing to their Judgment in this Caſe, they 
proceed, either to re- elect them, or chooſq 
others in their Room. This being the 
Caſe, where is the Reaſonableneſs of a 
bridging the Liberty either of the Sovereig 
or the Subject, in the choice of theſe thei 
Servants, in theſe different Capacities? I 
any Man's Loyalty and Fidelity to hi 
King, inconſiſtent with, or "deſtructive offfly ir 
his Love and Fidelity to his Country Ncchet 
No; is that deteſtable Diſtinction be 3 
tween Court and Country-Intereſ?, tha can 
affords a Foundation for ſuch a ſurmiſe : Bali 
nih but this from your Mouths and {oy 
| Mind: 


to thei 
ben ap] 


t Minds, (as it juſtly deſerves) and I ſee no 
- © Reaſon you have to be afraid of chooſing 
any Gentleman in Place to repreſent you 
zit MWieſtminſter; provided his Character be 


8 


-W honourable, and his Perſon and Capacity 
e, in other Reſpects recommending *. 
sour may hope to prefer themſelves to 


Ia conſiderable ſhare of your Eſteem, by ha- 
ranguing upon Bribery and Corruption, 
ENational-Debts, Taxes and Standing- Armies, 
ETheſe are ſome of the favourite Topicks of 
our Times, and on which our little Mit, 


us delightfully enlarge. Here they exert their 
x} Talents, diſplay their Parts, and expatiate 


upon theſe Subjects in the ſeveral Branches: 
And Numbers are diſpos'd to liſten atten- 
ively hereunto ; as there is ſomething in- 
Hiting, nay even enſnaring in the Subjects 
hemſelves; and the very mention of them 
Voith Accents of diſlike, and in the Tone of 
Complaint, tends to recommend the 
Speaker, as a Man of Virtue and Integrity, 
Ito a ſhallow and ſuperficial Obſerver: To 


* There is reaſon to think ſome Perſons are as much un- 
e Olly influenc'd to Vote againſt the C- rt in hope of Places, 
i others to Vote for it, becauſe they already poſſeſs them: 
dome have found from Experience, that Places to their like- 
ug were not to be obtain'd by ſiding with the M=—ry ; 
thalW'd can we blame them for trying what a different Courſe 
ould do for them? Cou'd they get the Diſpoſal of Places 
ito their own Hands, or the Hands of their Friends, it would 
den appear they have not oppoſed for nothing. 


ſuch 


6 16). 
ſuch as theſe, he wou'd ſeem worthy of 
preſent Promotion and Honour. _ 

Cox ruPTION is indeed a great Evil; and 
far be it from me to attempt an Extenua-W 
tion of it: I cannot fay it is not at all 
uſed at Court, but I am pretty ſure it is 
Mamefully practiſed in the Country * ; and 
that by thoſe who have taken abundance 
of Pains to be thought Friends to their 
Country, and Strangers, yea Enemies to 
Corruption. I queſtion not but your own 
Eyes and Ears have born Teſtimony tal 

various extravagant Treats from Gentle 
men around you, to engage the thoughtleſd 


; 
1 
1 
4 


Multitude in their Favour; but I am reall L 2 
afraid it is too little conſider'd, how much A 


our Enemies Abroad may be at the Bot 
tom of this vigorous Oppoſition to th 
Britiſh Court; and I am well aſſur'd ij 
wou'd heartily grieve yoz hereafter, ſhou'di# 


* Many Gentlemen can complain of and practiſe Corrup 
tion with alike Freedom and Facility; yea, with a fort 0 
Decency and Addreſs. If they rail againſt Corruption, 
is (you muſt ſuppoſe) becauſe they hate it; if they mak 


Uſe of it,— it i for the good of their Country, —to ſet them Ga 
felves upon a level with their Oppoſers,--to fight them a | 
their own Weapons, &c. And if theſe upright hearted Gel 0111 
tlemen cou'd but once make the Day their own,- then, (. 

ewe will believe them ) farewell Corruption for ever. In th * 
while — ſee the wondrous Power of modern Patriotiſm !-- WH «rea 
cou'd have thought it ſhou'd ſo far change the Nature Mee 
Things ? Bat thus it is in theſe Times, — That which to di 


highly Criminal in a C =, becomes Commendable in Purd, 
P—tt—f, | ne my 
| | m 


46 
© you ſee Cauſe to conclude a Majority of 
Ja. its and T---zes are gotten into the 


& Pa---li---nt H---ſe, under the prevailing in- 
- fluence of Foreign Gold: And this after 
concern will lie heavier ſtill upon you, if 
you ſhou'd now contribute hereunto, and 
be helping on that unhappy Influence. 

= As to National Debts, they are indeed 
great, but I have known them greater; 
and I firmly believe they both might and 
= wou'd have been now leſs than they are, 


= 


— 


had it not been for our modern Patriot- 
le Proceedings. Payments and Taxes, tis 
eſÞ true bear hard; but I chearfully pay my 


_ 


ll uote to them, and hope you do the like *. 
cl A Standing-Army, (it it muſt be ſo call'd) 


ot does not diſagreeably affect me: Lam no 


the way apprehenlive my Perſon will ever be 


1 1 moleſted, my Property infring'd, or my Li- 

dM berty leſſen'd hereby: Nay, in theſe Re- 
ppects I am morally certain I have been 

rp protected by the Army; and from it J firm- 

ort ol 0 | i 

n i hope for Protection ſtill. Iam in no 
ear of being diſagreeably under an Army- 

Government, (as at preſent model'd, and 


officer'd) but I am not without Fear of 


* Taxes are indeed great, and under the'e there ate many 
already affect to groan, tho' it wou'd beiter become them 
o retrench their Luxury ;=——however in my poor Opinion, 
to diſtreſs the Gov t i; not the way to alleviate our 
Burdens, leſſen our Payments, or eaſe our Complaints ; but 


atner to increaſe them. | ' 
C 2 falling 


200 


falling under a Patriot- Goverument; and 


ſure I have ſome Reaſon on my ſide. Who 
have fomented Differences, widen'd ou 
Breaches, irritated Mobs, abbetted Riots? 
Oc. were not theſe the Patriots? On th 
other Hand, who have oppoſed the riotoug 
Proceedings of the lawleſs Multitude, and 
protected the Property of the Subjects o 
Great- Britain; Was it not the Army ?- 
The Mob are mainly the People, to whond® 
the Faction have frequently appeal'd, and 
from whom mighty Matters are expected 
So that whilſt we have ſuch factious PH 
triots, (ſuch Incendiaries rather) in being 
and ſuch Proceedings on foot, to me it ſeem 
exceeding neceſſary we ſhou'd have an Arm 
too; and that this Army ſhou'd be 7m 
«creaſed in Proportion to the number of 
ſuch Patriots and their Aaberents x. Thi 
it is own'd is an Expence to the whole Na 
tion; but remember who they are tha 
have made it a zeceſſary one; even tholg 
for the moſt part, who loudly and delight 
fully declaim againſt a Standing Army. Le 
us my Friends, contentedly bear our Par 
in this Expence ;----If as Matters at pre 
{ent ſtand, we cannot on ſafe Ground ex, 


* {[/inating Deſigns have been plain'y puſh'd for by th 
Potriot-Party a great while, tho' they have not as yet beet 
able to put them into Execution Thanks to them, the 
have timely diſcover'd their Goog-avil] thereunto. 

| Peck 
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ßpect Protection upon eaſier Terms, let 
be willing in this way to pay freely for it. 

But to proceed one Step farther: - _ 
So uE Gentlemen may imagine they have 


already deſerv'd and engag'd your Fayour, 


by appearing for you in the Caſe of the 
= 7ef# Act, &c. This is indeed a tender Point, 

and I cou'd willingly have paſs'd it by in 
= Silence; and nothing ſhou'd have prevent- 
ed me in this, had I not Reaſon to think 


this ſuppos'd piece of Service might have 
too powerful an Influence upon ſome of you. 


And ſince I ſee it needful to ſay ſomething 
on this Head, I ſhall ſpeak my Mind wi 


uſual Freedom. I know ſome of our Friends 
m have been greatly concern'd for, and have 
1 carneſtly ſought after the taking off of 


the Te/? Ad, &c. -I know a great deal 
© hath been ſaid and wrote, to ſhe the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of removing all zncapacitat ing 
Laws from all loyal, faithful, and deſer- 
ving Subjects to the Br:tzh Crown; inſo- 
much, that ſome who are not Diſſenters, 
have allow'd the beſt ſhare of the Argu- 
ment lies on our fide. of the Queſtion ---- 
That the Thing we contend for, (con- 
ſider'd in itſelf, and without regard to Con- 
ſequents) is juſt, and ought to take Place. 
Upon the other Hand, I have met with a 
great deal ſaid againſt it, and well ſaid too; 
and I know ſome Gentlemen who are 0 
terly 


| (22) 


terly averſe to all Oppreſſion and Perſecu- 
tion, for Religion and Conſcience fake, in 
all Forms and Degrees; who yet by no 
Means can think the repealing of theſe 
| Laws expedient and proper. I crave leave 
| my Brethren to remark one Thing more: 
| ?Tis natural for us to judge favourably, and 
even partially in our own Cauſe; we ſhou'd 
therefore be Cautious, as we wou'd be 
ſtrictly Juſt, and always make ſome Al- 
lowance for this :----We ſhou'd often turn 
the Tables, and ſuppoſe the Caſes of others, 
our own. Let me but imagine my ſelf to 
be a Member of the Church of England, 
| well affected, and ſtrongly attach'd to her 
Doctrines, Diſcipline, and whole Conſtitu- 
tion, perhaps the Rationality of removing 
the Fave Laws, might not appear to me 
* ſtrong a Light, as it was wont to 
do. I have no Deſign againſt any of you 
my Fellow-Diſſenters, in what I have here 
advanc'd ;----But let not any of us be too 
much chagrin'd at our Diſappointment; nor 
too highly reſent the Conduct of any who 
may may have contributed to it; nor over- 
rate the ſuppoſed Friendſhip of thoſe Gen- 
tlemen who ſtood by us in that Affair. I 
queſtion not but ſome might do it from 
Principle, and a ſettled Conviction of the 
| appearing. Equity of our Cauſe; but I be- 
| heve if the Matter be well look'd into, — 
| WI 
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will appear, there are others, who join'd 


them in this, that much more deſign'd to 
ſerve themſelves, than to ſerve 4s in it. It 
is a Matter of no doubt with me, but that 
ſome Gentlemen who then voted for us, 
ü and it may be have ſpoken on our ſide, with- 
4 in Doors and without; who yet would 
a have voted, and /peeebed it againſt us, had 
e there been any probability of our gaining 
- WH the point we are perſuing. They had only 
n WM to learn upon which ſide the Debate, a 
s, few Perſons, or even one /i/zgle Perſox 
o WM wou'd appear; from whence they cou'd 
4, Conjecture how the matter wou'd end; 
er and then they were fully at Liberty to 
u- 1 tickle on our fide as much as they thought 
g II proper, without Danger of doing us any 
1e Good; and herein, to ſerve a double De- 
to Ill ſign at once, viz. treacherouſly. courtin 
ou WM our Favour as Diſſenters againſt a Time o 
re Need; -and at the ſame Seaſon, were op- 
oo poſing ſome, whom they are pleas'd to ac- 
or count their inveterate Enemies. Conlider 
ho i the Characters of the Perſons I am point- 
er- 


they have any) and then judge whether 
I IU they can be thought real Friends to the 
om Diſſenters: Nay, whether they are not 
much more likely, (ſhou'd Times favour 
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ing out, and their religious Principles, (if 


them) to multiply incapacitating Laws 
upon 


„ 
upon us, than to take off thoſe that re- 
main yet in Force. 


Ir has long ſince been pretended, © That 5 
« all perſecuting Principles, are laid aſide, W i 
« and there is now a perfect Coalition of I. 
« Parties; Much like Re ynard's pretence Sl 
to the Cock, in the Fable , and as much ea 
to be relied upon. Every Man may think W w 
for himlelf; and we know what has been ov 
attempted againſt us, when ſome Perſons WM + 
have been in Power: And for my part IT WM for 
expect, That Ja--ite and T---ry Princi- Wl the 
ples will produce correſpondent Practices, N ane 


whenever accompanied with a ſufficiency Al. 
of Power: And I wou'd no more truſt our 
theſe Perſons, with the Diſpoſal of my Pro- we 
perty and Liberty, civil or religious, than Wl this 
I wov'd truſt the Difertator upon Parties WI to 
himfelf 4: No, notwithſtanding their pre- tenc 
ſent, appearing, pacifick Temper, who have ful. 
aſſuredly Cunning enough to conceal their MW Deſ 
Inclinations, till a convenient Seaſon offers ¶taki. 
for the Diſcovery of them. was 


* The Fox eſpying a Cock perched on high, and intirely ¶ willi 
out of his reach; in order to decoy him down, elaim'd kin- If 
dred with him; and at the ſame time ſuggeſted, - That there m 
was a Peace proclaim'd betaueen all kind of Bir and Beaſts, ¶Npear 
and that they were for the future to forbear all Hoſtilities on 
all Sides and to live in the utmſt  Harmmy, &c. Vid. Fab * I 


* 


cxxvii. of Croxall's Collect. 
+ Lord Bs/——ge. | 
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SHALL it ever be truly faid of us Diſ- 


hing in wait to deceive? By Men who 


Intereſt, to make their own: Advantage? 
Shall we contribute to place ſuch Men 
| eaſy in the Saddle, who in all Probability 
when well mounted, will attempt to' ride 
cover us ck? 2 1 
PEnHaps the above Suggeſtions, with 
8 ſome other Paſſages, may ſeem harſh; bur 
they are not (J fear) altogether Groundlets ; 
and the Deſign of the whole is to excite 
All, and each of us as Difſenters, to have 
our Eyes about us, and conſider well what 


o- M1 we are doing. Many among thoſe to whom 
n this Addreſs is directed, can fee farther in- 
es fo Things than the Writer hereof will pre- 
e- tend to ;----Yet to them Hints may be Ufe-- 
ve ful. I wiſh ſome Perſon more equal to the 
ir Deſign, had engag'd in this ſmall Under- 
ers taking; but I was not Apprehenſive there 
was any thing of this kind in doing; and 
| tho? ſenſible of my own Inability, was nor 
rely willing it ſhou'd remain wholly undone. 
kn Wit my Fears that have put me upon it, ap- 
raf, pear to Perſons of deeper Penetration, to 
es en 
Fab * We may do much better with,ut the Teft-A# being re- 


m9v%a,, than with having our Meeting- Houſes pail'd down, and 
| be 


zur Miniſters driven into Corners. 


D 


ſeuters that we are duped, chouſed and 
= cheated by the Craft and Subtilty of Men 


feel to delude ns, and divide the Whig- 


„„ | 
be chimerical and cauſeleſs, I ſhou'd glad. 
ly be convinced of this my ſelf; and it 
will afford me ſome ſort of Satisfaction to 
find I have employ'd but few Hours in 
beating the Air. © Pn 

To draw towards a Concluſion ; ----Let 
us fix our Eyes upon Gentlemen of generous 
and catholick Principles to repreſent and 
ſerve us in Parliament, ſo far as our In- 
tereſt will go; and upon no Account be 
prevaiPd with to favour others in this Way, 
tor the ſake of any flight Service they may 
in Appearance already have done us, or 
may yet promiſe hereafter to do. Suppo- 
ſing them true to their Word, it will by no 
means be an Equivalent to, what we may, 
and likely muſt ſuffer by placing them in 
Power, who are our real Enemies in their 
Hearts. \ | | 

Cuoosk Lovers of Liberty, who have 
imbib'd the Principles horn and not fuch 
who are only talkers of Liberty, and verbal 
contenders for it. We have many calling 
aloud for Liberty at this Day *: A Liberty 

| | . + 


*I Leg Leave in this place once for all, to declare, I am 
no u ay prejudic'd againit, or bear any ill will to any one 
Perſon upon Earth, high or low :— That I have not given 
any hint at a dilagreeav!e Character, but What will ſuit ie- 
veral Perſens, (excepiing the Writer of the Comman-Senſe. 


— "That I have not knowingly mil-repretented one Fad, or 


altem pied t9 varniſh over one C: Zeit, that does appear (O Me 
' Y 
P 1 


1% f 
___ i 
to frame our Conſtitution afreſh, and new- ||| 
© model the Government; -A Liberty to 
do what they liſt, and controul whom they 
© pleaſe ;----A Liberty of exerciſing a fort of 
deſpotick Power, and of carrying all before 
E them :----In a word, The Liberty many 
| Perſons ſeem to be driving at, would be 
Tyranny and Slavery to /ome,----twould be 
miſrule, Anarchy and Confuſion to Af, 
but themſelves. Theſe noify Advocates for 
Liberty, do eminently enjoy it, and at the 
Z ame time do-abundantly abuſe it; and thoſe 
xr ® who thus abuſe Liberty when out of Power, 
o- Wit is hard to imagine they wou'd uſe it a- 
ao Wl right, if they were in. Do not ſuffer your 
y, ſelves to be carried away by mere Sounds 
in and Words, without any ſuitable Senſe or 
Meaning attach'd to them. Our Language 


* 


as well as our Liberty) is now baſely a- 


ve Wbuſed: Words are Wind, and accounted 

ich Mot as next to nothing: They are uſed at 

bal | | | 755 | 

ing in ſuch a Light :—And was it in my Power, I wou'd not en- 

deavour to ſcreen or excuſe any Man evidently guilty, altho! 

CTY WW lic were ever ſo great. But it is a thouſand times eaſier 

to Deo draw up heavy and general Charges againſt a faithful 

| r, than to prove them.—Let me here add, It is 

matter of rea]. Concern to me that the Gentlemen in the Op- 

Jam ¶ poßtion bave acted a part ſo very mean and difagreeab'e, in 

y one Wa vait Variety of Inſtances; and I am alſo forry, that appear- 

wen ing national Circumſtances, have in a fort compel'd me to 

it ie. poin: out any of them: It was to me an unpleaſing Lask, 

«4 = but for ſome Reatons, as already hind, I cou'd not avoid it, 
to n 
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| Pleaſure to ſerve a Turn, with top little, 
regard to Sincerity and Trutbdbd. 8. 
CHoost Gentlemen of Integrity and WM + 
Candour; of cool Heads and honeſt Hearts, Wl 5 
whoſe Spirits and Tempers are turn'd for 
Peace: Theſe are moſt likely (under Go») 
to deliver us from our Deluſions, to heal M 75 
our Diviſions, and to repair the Breaches in MW; 
our HVrael, moſt unſeaſonably widen'd by 
many among our ſelves. If it be faid,---- 
ſuch Gentlemen as above are hard to be 
found, being few in Number ;----I ſay fo 
too, the more is our unhappineſs at pre- 
ſent; But: this makes way for one Word 
more, | | 
Laer us not be forward to change our 
preſent Repreſentatives, where we have] 
not .a Conſiderable Certainty of mending 
them. Weare naturally deſirous of Chang- 
es, but it is eaſy to change for the worſe, 
and often the Caſe *. To cloſe all, The 
Caſe is weighty and important; Let us ſeek 
divine Direction in our Proceeding herein; 
Uſe the lawful Means for the continuance 
of our Peace and Safety, becoming ration- 


* What good we as Diſſenters can promiſe our ſelves by a 
Change of the M——+ry, I cannot well conceive: We ae 
now agreeably protected in our Persons and Properties, in the 
free exerciſe and enjoyment of our Liber ty, and Religion; and 
I expe& nothing more under any Alteration : Aud ſhou'd 
J live to ſee One, ſhall chin: my ſelf well oF, if I then en- 
joy ſo much. 
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true Proteſtants; and after this, truſt in 
the LoxD who diſpoſes of all Events, for 
Succeſs in this weighty Affair. 

TksE crude Conceptions in a ruſtick 
Dreſs, are all I at preſent ſhall trouble you 
with; and ſubſcribe my ſelf,---- . 
(Gentlemen and Others) 


Your faithful Friend 


rd, and Fellou- Subject. 


al Beings, Engliſhmen, real Chriſtians, and bt | ll 
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